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answer; and they did not even venture to go out of
their cabin to witness the ceremony, when they heard
that God would be offended by it.

An Infidel woman fell grievously ill. She was
told that we had recourse to God in our afflictions as
to one who could deliver us from them; that she
should pray to him with all her heart, and that per-
haps he would have pity on her. The same Father
who had taught her passed that way, two days after,
and was surprised to see her working as hard as the
others. The woman called him, and told him that
he was not a liar; that, in truth, God is all-powerful;
that she had prayed to him, and at the same time she
was cured. Then, speaking more privately to him,
she added that her mind was in trouble,—that the
wicked Manitou had appeared to her during the night,
and had threatened her with death if she did not offer
a sacrifice to him, and publicly avow that she owed
her life to him. ‘‘ Thou knowest,” said the Father
to her, *“ that God alone has cured thee; obey [125]
not that Demon who seeks the means of damning
thee forever.”” ‘‘No, no,” replied the woman, ‘I
wish to honor God; I will pray to him all my life,
and I will never forget him.”” She is very well
disposed to Baptism, and all of her family are not far
from the Kingdom of God.

Some followed the Father from cabin to cabin,
being never weary of hearing him speak of God.
Others went regularly to see him, every night and
every morning, no matter how stormy or tempes-
tuous the weather in the depth of winter. Although
these Algonquin cabins were distant from the village
of St. Jean Baptiste a quarter of a league, and the
road was very bad, it was consoling to our Fathers



